
All students entering grades 9-12 in September 2014 are required to read An Invisible Thread.  Teachers, 
administrators, and parents have all been invited to join in and read this memoir as well, making this a 
true communal reading experience across the district. In addition to reading the book, students will be 
required to complete the following assignment to be submitted to their English teachers on the first day of 
class.  The assignment is equivalent to a quiz grade.  

Summer Reading Assignment 2014: “Choices”  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An Invisible Thread is a story about the many choices that may change the course of a life.  Laura, 
Maurice, and the people in their lives made choices about their children, money, housing, addiction, jobs, 
marriage, education, abusive relationships, and much more. Which choices in the memoir caught your 
attention?  How might the lives of Laura, Maurice, or the members of their families be different if they 
had made different choices?    

The task: Select two passages from the memoir about choices.  Passages should preferably be from two 
different sections of the memoir and must be cited using the Modern Language Association (MLA) 
format.  For each passage, complete the following steps: 

1. Type or record the passage following the correct format for an in-text citation. 

2. Explain the choice made by Maurice, Laura, or another person from the memoir in your own 
words.  Make specific references to the passage you have recorded. 

3. Offer your opinion on the choice made by the individual in each passage.  Did the person make 
an easy choice or a tough choice?  Did his/her choice lead him/her in a positive direction?  Did 
the choice force him/her to change?  Did the choice lead to other poor choices?  Would you have 
made a similar or different choice, or can you draw a connection to a choice you have made in 
your own life?  Explain your answers with specific references from the text.   

Analysis: After you have crafted your response to both passages, write one paragraph that analyzes a 
message or theme about choice relevant to both passages and explain what you have learned from reading 
An Invisible Thread.   You may use one of the quotes from your passages or one of the quotes above about 
choice to help you get started; however, most of the writing should be your own words.   

In September, your English teacher for the 2014-2015 school year will likely require you to submit this 
assignment to turnitin.com, the district anti-plagiarism website, so if possible it would be best to type 
your assignment and save it on your computer.  

 

“It is our choices, Harry, that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities.”  
                                                                               ― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 

 “The right choice is hardly ever the easy choice.”                       ― Rick Riordan, The Throne of Fire 

“We all make choices, but in the end our choices make us.”                                           ― Ken Levine 

“In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing. The worst thing you 
can do is nothing."                                                                                                 ― Theodore Roosevelt 

 “You always have two choices: your commitment versus your fear.”               ― Sammy Davis Jr. 

	  



Here is an example of the entire process from a different memoir called The Glass Castle.  

Step 1: Type or record the passage following the correct format for an in-text citation 

“…he didn’t trust me in the slightest.  One day after Mr. Becker had come back from lunch and…checked 
the display cases, I was so furious that I looked around to see if there was anything in the darn store worth 
stealing.  Necklaces, brooches, banjos—none of them did anything for me.  And then the watch display 
caught my eye.   

I had always wanted a watch.  Unlike diamonds, watches were practical.  They were for people on the run, 
people with appointments to keep and schedules to meet.  That was the kind of person I wanted to be…. 

When I asked Mr. Becker about the commissions, he said they were for salespeople and I was just an 
assistant.  The next day, when Mr. Becker went off to the Mountaineer, I opened the display case and took 
out the watch.  I slipped it into my handbag and rearranged the remaining watches to cover the gap.  I had 
made plenty of sales on my own when Mr. Becker was busy.  Since he hadn’t paid me any commissions, I 
was only taking what I was owed” (Walls 215-216).  

Step 2: Explain the choice from the memoir in your own words.  Make specific references to the passage 
you have recorded. 

In this passage, Jeannette is explaining her frustration toward a boss who doesn’t trust her and who has 
treated her unfairly when compared to the other employees of the jewelry store.   After she learns from 
another employee that the boss pays certain employees bonuses (commissions) on their sales, she has 
even more reason to be angry toward the unfair treatment she receives.  As a form of revenge and to get 
what she “was owed,” Jeannette feels empowered to take one of the watches from the jewelry case one 
afternoon when Mr. Becker had left the store.   What Jeannette is doing is stealing a watch.  Then she tries 
to cover up her choice by rearranging the other watches left behind in the jewelry case.   

Step 3: Offer your opinion on the choices made by the individuals in each passage.   

Jeannette is a hardworking young girl from a poor family; her irresponsible parents fail to provide for 
their children and so Jeannette is forced to work at a young age and take care of herself.  She ends up 
working for a boss, Mr. Becker, who never trusts her and treats her differently from the older employees 
who are not poor, vulnerable, and female.  Not only does he mistrust Jeannette, a young girl who has 
always been reliable, he sexually harasses her by touching her inappropriately when other adults are not 
around.  I can understand why Jeannette feels justified in taking the watch to get back at this adult who 
happens to be her boss, but I cannot condone her stealing.  As a teenager, I feel hurt and angry when 
adults automatically mistrust us simply because of our age.  Many teenagers are more responsible than 
they get credit for being.  Jeannette is certainly one of those teenagers as supported by her contributions 
to family expenses, her willingness to raise her siblings when her parents fail, and her ability to assist her 
alcoholic father when he is too drunk to get home from the bar.  However, Jeannette’s choice to steal the 
watch is a bad choice for such a typically responsible young girl.  If she is caught, she will certainly loose 
the best job she has ever had and she could even face criminal charges.  Certainly, the loss of her job will 
impact the entire family since Jeannette contributes to family expenses even though she is only fourteen.  
Most important to my view of her character is that she has always been a moral person and taking 
something which isn’t rightfully hers doesn’t match with the Jeannette I have come to know.  I must 
admit, I was a little disappointed by her choice, but I don’t think we’ve heard the last about the watch 
story.  I predict that the theft will haunt her and cause her to make another tough choice.   

This	  is	  the	  correct	  
format	  for	  an	  MLA	  
in-‐text	  citation	  



Analysis paragraph:  

Over the course of her memoir, The Glass Castle, Jeannette makes constructive choices that send her life 
in a positive direction.  In spite of her father’s alcoholism and her mother’s self-centered behavior, 
Jeannette repeatedly makes choices related to her schooling, the care of her siblings, and her career that 
are different from the careless decisions of her irresponsible parents.  She amazes readers as she navigates 
through ethically questionable territory, such as whether or not to steal, and struggles to make the choices 
to protect herself and provide for food for her siblings.  Jeannette’s carefully considered decisions result in 
her leading a successful life as evidenced by her Ivy League education, her happy marriage, and the 
writing of this memoir.   Like J.K. Rowling implies, Jeannette’s choices show the woman she truly 
becomes.  She makes the tough choices and readers learn the truth of her words that what doesn’t kill you 
can make you stronger (Walls 277). 

     


